
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •                                                           •  •  •  •  •  VOLUME 1 1   •  ISSUE  1   •  AUGUST  20 19   •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The staff & Personnel Team are excited to 
announce that, starting in August, JULIE 
JONES, one of our own faithful church 
members, will join our church staff as our 
new Children’s Minister! We are so excited 
about how God has opened this door for 

her & for us! Julie’s heart for the Lord, for kids, for missions, & 
for discipleship is exactly what we need right now to grow our 
Children’s Ministry in new & exciting ways. 
         Because Julie works fulltime at UMMC, we will also be 
adding a Children’s Ministry Intern to our staff. Our desire is for 
this intern to be a male so that we can grow our ministry to boys 
in our children’s ministry. He will be an important part of our 
staff to assist Julie in the “legwork” of the Children’s Ministry. 
We haven’t secured this person yet, but hope to do so shortly 
after Julie comes on board with us.

         These are exciting days for us, so please begin praying for 
Julie as she develops & implements her vision & plans for growing 
our Children’s Ministry. And pray for us to find the young man 
that God has for us to be our Children’s Ministry Intern. 

THANK YOU, ABBEY IRWIN! Abbey has been such a 
blessing to us this summer in working with our kids! She’s done 
an outstanding job as our Children’s Ministry Intern. I’m so 
thankful that the Lord allowed her to serve with us.

I love this Church FAMILY, & am so honored to be your 
Pastor...

In His Grip,
Jon

“The Lord will provide.”
from your pastor

THIS WAS ONE OF MY DADDY’S SIGNATURE STATEMENTS 
(ALONG WITH, “REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE.”) – AND ONCE AGAIN, 

GOD HAS PROVIDED FOR CWBC.

COMMISSIONING SERVICE FOR ABBEY – Sunday, August 4, 10:30 AM – This is going to be 
a VERY special time of worship & celebration as we pray for & commission Abbey as a Journeyman 
missionary with the International Mission Board. You do not want to miss this service! 



Dear Church FAMILY,

WOW! Words can’t express how humbled 
and thankful I am to be given the extraordinary 
opportunity to serve the children and families 
of our church as your new Children’s Minister! 
Your children are so precious to me! 
I am so excited to come along side you and help 
lead them to Jesus! Please feel free to reach out 
to me if there is any way I can be of help to your 
child or family. I am looking 
forward to exciting 
times ahead! 

Serving Him,
Julie Jones

children’s ministry



s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y

SCHOOL IS STARTING BACK!!! 
TEENAGERS HAVE NO GREATER—OR SCARIER—MISSION FIELD THAN THEIR OWN 

SCHOOLS. IF YOU WANT YOUR STUDENTS TO BE A LIGHT FOR THE GOSPEL THIS SCHOOL 
YEAR, NOW’S THE TIME TO RAMP UP YOUR EFFORTS TO TRAIN, EQUIP, AND ENCOURAGE 

THEM IN THE AREAS WHERE THEY MIGHT BE NERVOUS TO LIVE FOR JESUS.

PARENTS, TO START, HERE ARE THREE KEY REMINDERS EVERY 
CHRISTIAN TEENAGER NEEDS TO HEAR FROM YOU AS SCHOOL BEGINS, 

EVEN IF THEY THINK YOU ARE LAME:

1. You have a mission to 
accomplish. You’re not a student 
just because it’s important to 
go to school. As a Christian, 
school is their mission field. 
Every teenager-filled table in 
the cafeteria is a “field” waiting 
to be cared for and harvested. 
Do our students understand the 
good news that kids really need 
but don’t know they need? Jesus 
said, “Go and make disciples of 
all nations…” (Matthew 28:19).

2. You’re not alone. Students 
need to remember as they walk 
through the school doors, remem-
ber God’s words: “‘Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you.’ 
So we say with confidence, ‘The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can mere mortals do 
to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5-6, NIV). 
Don’t be afraid of bullies or critics. 
Why? The King of kings is with 
you! The one who gives the bullies 
breath has your back as you walk 
through the hallways. So enter 
your school with a holy, humble 
confidence that Jesus is with you—
because he is!

3. “Do or do not, there is no try.” Such a 
great quote from the great theologian Yoda. 
As Luke Skywalker was struggling to lift the 
X Wing, he drops and screams, “I am try-
ing.” Now in this, Yoda calls back with this 
phrase, “DO or DO NOT - there is no try,” 
knowing that Luke was not giving it his all.
Luke was trying rather than doing and Yoda 
KNEW that Luke could do it. Our students 
who are followers of Christ have been given 
a power that far more surpasses the Force!! 
Our kids have the power of the Holy Spirit 
that can turn the world upside down!!! So 
to build their confidence to just even start 
conversations is where our final point lays. 
Remind our kids that God can work with 
failure but will not work with refusal. It is 
better to try and fail than to not try at all!!!



worship ministry team

Hope…
dead or Alive

 
In today’s swirling world of various commentaries online or TV, radio, FB, Twitter, etc… its easy to either lose hope, be discouraged, be 
confused or give up. But that’s not who we were created to be. We get up when we are knocked down…we don’t stop loving just because 
someone doesn’t love us back…we press on by the power of the Holy Spirit... Because we are the beacon of light for this world! His light! 

“You are the light of the world…a city set on a hill cannot hidden”
“Let your light so shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
 
Notice that the glory goes to the Father; not to us or about us. It’s like we are a huge spotlight shining on God and pointing to Him. 
Never forget that we are the embodiment of the Living Hope from Christ for the people in this world. 
 

HERE IS A SAMPLE OF A SONG THAT TIES IN WITH OUR CONCEPT OF BEING THE LIVING HOPE

 Living Hope
 “How great the chasm that lay between us How high the mountain I could not climb.  

In desperation, I turned to heaven and spoke Your name into the night. Then through 
the darkness, Your loving - kindness tore through the shadows of my soul the work 

is finished, the end is written Jesus Christ, my living hope
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 

You have broken every chain, there’s salvation in Your name Jesus Christ, my living hope”

 
The Worship Ministry Team will be introducing many new songs over this Fall and for Christmas with the KIDZ CHOIR and other 
groups. We are excited about having new people joining to be a part of this powerful ministering team.  Come join us! Together we will 
shine the Light of Christ to everyone!
 
Laurie and I love serving side by side with each of you 



Why Are Southern Baptist 
Churches Declining?

Southern Baptists are hemorrhaging church members, culminating in 
30-year low attendance numbers. According to the denomination’s 
Annual Church Profile, membership tumbled down to 14.8 million in 2018 
— which is the first time it has dipped below 15 million since 1989. The SBC is rightly concerned by the latest figures, which indicate 
a sizeable exodus of members. For the past decade or so, the number of people baptized in the Southern Baptist denomination has 
also been falling steadily – down to 246,000 baptisms a year.  Though the baptism numbers are disappointing for 
a denomination that is centered around seeing lives transformed by the gospel, every single baptism and new life in Christ should be 
celebrated with joy.
         All my life has been spent in a Southern Baptist Church.  When I was a young man the church was the center of the community.  
Every activity centered around the church and everyone wanted to be involved in the services, events and activities of the local church.  
As you know, the times have certainly changed.  Today there are hundreds of things competing for our time and unfortunately the 
church has moved way down the list of things families plan to do.  No longer are lost people making their way to our facilities.  

So, what are Southern Baptist Churches to do? 
         I have been thinking about this decline and specifically about our church.  As a result, I have some ideas I want to share with 
you.  First, I believe we as a convention need to re-think how we do church.  Many of the churches that are growing and thriving in our 
convention do not spend all their funds and efforts on facilities and employees.  In some churches the staff is bi-vocational and facilities 
are often rented or borrowed. Some of the fastest growing churches are looking at new and different ways to do church.  
         We will also need to look for new ways to take the church to our community. Yep…this will require that we get out of our 
comfortable pews, in our comfortable facility and go into the community with the Good News.  
         Another way to grow our church and convention is by church plants in new and unusual places.  “I have always wanted to have 
a church in a coffee shop.” Something we can do right away is to offer Life Groups in homes or in an apartment complex.  This is a 
proven way to reach the lost. We may also consider getting more involved in our community.     
         I love our church and I am thankful for our SBC but I along with many others see that the old way of doing church is not working 
and it is time for us to look at what God has for us in the future.  His church will never fail or fade away but the way we do church 
will need to be changed.  Please join me in praying and asking God to guide our steps as we look to the future and the future of our 
convention.

Many Blessings,
Mark

discipleship and missions



Her dad had cancer when we were growing up.  He was diagnosed when we were 7, he passed away when we were 
18.  I was 15 when my dad was diagnosed with the same type of cancer.  I shared with her that my dad was told to go 
home and get his house in order.  He had less than two years to live. Daddy told the doctor than only God knew the 
number of his days.   Over the course of the next few weeks, someone shared about her dad’s fight with this cancer 
and suggested my daddy contact him.  He did and the subsequent meeting helped my daddy to have hope and to go 
into his fight for life not feeling so alone.  My daddy had people praying for him, writing letters to us, showing up at 
his business to pray over him or just share love.  This friend did not remember our parents talking but when I shared 
this with her, it meant a lot that she knew her dad even while sick was an encourager to another.
          So I challenge you, often it can be uncomfortable to be an encourager but if the Holy Spirit puts it on your 
heart, don’t back away.  Tanya’s dad and mom blessed our family as they shared their situation and for Tanya, over 41 
years later, she was lifted to see this piece of her daddy that she didn’t even know about.  I have seen her through the 
years being an encourager whether with her family or her church family and I know that her daddy would be so proud, 
but even better, her heavenly father is seeing this as well and we see him through her actions.  Let your light shine.

Tammie

PLUS

Today,  I talked with a school friend on Facebook 
for a few minutes.  She had posted about a trip to the 

cemetery where she visited her father’s gravesite.







BLESSING 
OF THE HUNT 
& CAMO SUNDAY!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Wear your camo on this Sunday as we have a special “Blessing of 
the Hunt” during our Morning Worship Gathering at 10:30 AM. 
Following the service, we will have a lunch for everyone with deer 
sausage dogs, burgers, & all the fixings. Door prizes will be given 

away during lunch.

This is a GREAT opportunity to reach out & invite your 
unchurched friends & family members to join you in church. 

Maybe invite your hunting club members to join you! Think about 
“Who’s Your 1?” & invite them that day.

Don’t miss this wonderful outreach opportunity!



 

10:00 Mission Byram/
Garage Sale

Chick-fil-a Back to  
School Drive
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9:00 Life Group
10:30 Worship Gathering

Mission Meal after church
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9:00 50+ 6:00 Refresh
        WMT Practice
        Students
        Treehouse

9:00 No 50+ 
10:00 Mission Byram
 

6:00 Refresh
        WMT Practice
        Students
        Treehouse

9:00 Life Group
10:30 Worship Gathering
Jerry Rankin Preaching
Abbey Commission Service 
Lunch after Service

5:00  Men/s Bible Study
Tomm Wilson 4-6 weeks
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        WMT Practice
        Students
        Treehouse
        Mission Byram
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9:00 Life Group
10:30 Worship Gathering

9:00 50+  
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Delta Mission Trip 
22-29

Community/Church 
Work Day Led by 
James Robinson

8:00 Men’s Breakfast
Speaker: D Williamson
9:00 Life Group
10:30 Worship Gathering

5:00  Men/s Bible Study
Tomm Wilson 4-6 weeks

6:00 Refresh
        WMT Practice
        Students
        Treehouse
        

9:00 50+ 
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CHURCH OFFICE
DEACON ON CALL CELL PHONE: 601-966-2153  |  FAX: 877-813-3575  |  OFFICE HOURS: Mon - Thurs 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

COUNTRY WOODS STAFF
JON DANIELS – Senior Pastor  
JIM FARRISH – Music Pastor  
MARK SANDIFER – Discipleship & Missions Pastor
TAMMIE MILLER – SR Adult Minister/Business Administrator 
GUNNER WILSON – Student Pastor
JULIE JONES – Children’s Minister
MELISSA DAVIS – Spiritual Development Assistant
LAURIE FARRISH – Music Assistant  
TOMM WILSON – Custodial Assistant
CONNIE PRICE – Administrative Assistant

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP AND GROWTH
WEDNESDAYS:
Life Apps. 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
REFRESH – Adults
Psalm 31:8 – Students
Hands on Bible – Preschool  
Treehouse – Grades 1 - 6
Worship Ministry Team Rehearsal

SUNDAYS:
9:00 a.m. “Life Groups”
9:15 a.m. The Mix – Students
10:30 a.m. Worship Gathering

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

6737 Siwell Rd.  •  Byram, MS 39272 
601-371-7955  •  countrywoods.net

@countrywoodsbc

@Country Woods Baptist Church

SYMPATHY
MICHAEL ADAIR AND FAMILY in the  loss of his grandmother, Loyce Adair

EVELYN (ROBERT) WELLS in the loss of her mother Edwina Rhodus

SAM (KATIE) ATHANASSOV AND FAMILY in the loss of his grandfather, Vesco Ignatov

NEW MEMBERS
JIM & LINDA RANEY

NEW BIRTHS
Cooper Louis Vandevender born July 8, 2019.  

Son of JEROD & MALLORY VANDEVENDER, grandson 

of RACHEL & BOBBY HUMPHREY


